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Vizier of Oude, and partly from an ill-conducted war
with Hyder Ali in the Carnatic. Mr. Verelst retired
from the Government in January 1770, and was suc-
ceeded by Mr. Cartier, whose feeble reign was marked
by one of the most severe famines that have ever
afflicted Bengal. It was computed that one-third of the
inhabitants perished, and the revenues and trade were
completely disorganised by the calamity. The extent
of the bills drawn upon England was immensely in-
creased, and it became doubtful whether the Company,
far from being in a position to carry out its agreement
with Government and pay a dividend of ten per cent,
would be able to discharge its ordinary debts. The
newspapers were filled with harrowing details of the
sufferings of the Bengalis, and allusions to the man who
had enriched himself at their expense, Olive was held
responsible, not only for the blunders of men who
violated all the rules of government he had laid down,
but also for the failure of the heavens to give forth
their rain.
On returning to England in 1767 his great wish had
been to assist the Government to complete the work he
had commenced. His serious illness prevented him
from carrying out his design, and when he recovered
it was abandoned. "I soon perceived," he wrote to
Wedderburn, " that unless a settled administration,
possessed of both resolution and power adequate to the
object* undertook thoroughly to engage Parliament in
the business, no material advantage could be gained for
the nation by any light I could give." He continued,
however, to take great interest in Indian affairs; wrote
frequently to Verelst and his other friends in India;